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*** If anyone has a topic you would 
like for Dale to present a lesson on, 

you can write it down and please sign 
your name, in case Dale has any ques-
tions and place it in the box on the ta-

ble in the back of the  auditorium. 

 

(304) 684-3939 

Dewey Avenue Church of  Christ   

Dewey Ave.  

church of Christ  

701 Dewey Ave.  

St. Marys W.V. 26710 

*Any updates or information for the bulletin please   

contact Terri Parks @ 304-684-1141, email at                                               

terrinazelrod@hotmail.com or drop off in box by office 

door.  

 

********************************** 
 

The Church is offering valet parking 
to anyone struggling with the com-

mute from the parking lot to the build-
ing. If you need help, please let one of 

our elders or deacons know. 

 
 

 
Ministering to the Grieving 

By Steve Higginbotham 

 

     Through the years, I have stood at the head of many caskets, and I have heard many 
comments made to grieving families that made me cringe. While the intent was not to 

harm or add pain, in reality that is what they did. Like Job’s friends, they would have 
better served as comforters if they would have just remained silent. 

     I think most people share a common fear of saying the wrong thing to one who is 

grieving, or simply not knowing what to say. Because of this fear, we often withdraw 
from people at a time when they need us the most. The apostle Paul said that since the 

God of all comfort comforts us in our tribulation, then we should comfort others (1 Co-
rinthians 1:3-4). The following suggestions are offered in hopes of equipping us so that 

we may effectively minister to those who are grieving. 
     Give them your presence. Don’t allow a person to suffer alone. Understand that you 

don’t have to say anything. Just be there. A hug; an expression of sorrow; and a reaffir-

mation of your love for them is all that you need to say. Your presence is what will be re-
membered and treasured, not your words. 

     Don’t stress over words. No words can fix the situation, so drop the burden of feeling 
you must come up with the “perfect thing to say.” There is no sage advice to offer at this 

moment that if they do this or that, it will all be better.  
     Be there when the dust settles. We often inundate the grieving family with support 

during the immediate time of loss, but who is ministering to this family two months lat-

er? Determine to be the person who is ministering two months, four months, six months 
after the funeral. 

     Remember dates. Mark your calendar and make note of birthdays, anniversaries, and 
especially the anniversary date of the person’s death. I assure you that the anniversary 

of a person’s death will not be overlooked by loved ones we are left behind. Let the griev-
ing know that we remember too. Such remembrances are treasures by those who are 

grieving. 

     Do good. Don’t simply offer to do good, actually do it. Sometimes we find ourselves 
saying, “If there’s anything you need, just let me know.” This offer may salve our con-

sciences, but it is rings hollow and is an offer that will rarely be acted upon. Instead, if 
you really want to offer your help, say something like, “Would you rather me run to the 

store and get some groceries for you, or would you rather have me do the dishes for 
you?” This wording is much more likely to receive a positive response and allow you the 

opportunity to minister. 

     Let people grieve. A widow once told me that whenever she started to cry, a close rel-
ative would tell her to stop crying and be strong. Don’t encourage a person to suppress 

grief. Crying is not only a human response to grief, but it’s healthy. 
     Avoid empty platitudes. Trite phrases that do not comfort and some of which do not 

even  accurately reflect biblical truth, need to remain unspoken.    *Continued inside….. 



R a d i o  a n d  T V  P r o g r a m s   

     Good News of  Peace:  Sundays:  8:00 AM on WRRR 93.9 FM 

     Gospel Broadcasting Network:  Dish Network Channel: 9407 
(noon);      Direct TV Channel: 376 (7:30 AM) 

          In Search of  the Lord’s Way:  7:30—Channel 4, Parkersburg; 7:30—Channel 15, 
 Parkersburg; 8:00— Channel 7, Wheeling; 11:30—Channel 5, Clarksburg 

October 21st 

Morning Worship:    

Announcements: Clay Perkins   

Song Leader: Clint Perkins   

Ushers: Bill Dutton, Melvin Truax 

Communion: Brian Mercer, Lew Wilson, Richard Lee 
Davis, Richard Davis, Ethan Davis, Rodney Ramsey  

Reading and Prayer: Dave Parks   

Closing Prayer: Tom Becker 

Hall Monitors: Buzz Williams, Dave Parks  

Evening Worship:  

Communion: Joe Elrod 

Prayer: Hal Powell   

Closing Prayer: Dave Lancaster  

   Wednesday:  

Song Leader: Clint Perkins   

Prayer: Darren Parks   

Closing Prayer: Caleb Parsley   

Upcoming Events 

Oct 26th– Fall-o-ween party 
at Perkins residence at 
6pm for the kids. Sign 
Up sheet in the back.  

Gospel Meetings  

October 28th-November 
1st; Reader church of Christ 
with speaker Steve Stevens.  
 

Friday Night Sings 
October 26th– Rockport 
church of Christ. 
November 2nd– Pennsboro 
church of Christ.  
 

Youth Rally 
 November 3rd, 10am-2pm 
held at the Sandyville church of 
Christ.  
  
 
  
 
 

MEMORY VERSE 

To every-

thing there is 

a season, and a time for 

every matter under heaven:  

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

****************************

Ministering to the Grieving 

Cont…...Saying things like, “I understand 

exactly how you feel,” or “God must have needed 

another angel,” or “it was God’s will,” or “at least 

you’re young, you can marry again/have more 

children” are either hurtful, insensitive, or do not 

reflect the truth. If you struggle for words to say, 

then simply say these, “I’m sorry.” “I’m praying 

for you.” “I love you.” 

     If we follow these suggestions, we will be bet-

ter equipped to comfort others the way God com-

forts us (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). www.bulletingold.com/

goldvol18_10.html 

   N E W S & N O T E S  

        Prayer list 

*Paul Grubbs is still not doing well. 
He goes to Cleveland Clinic this 
week and will start some treat-
ments.   

*Kathy Lancaster had a stent put in this 
week. She is having some complications but 
is now home and recovering.  

*Lorraine Dutton, Evelyn Hall, Colleen Ki-
ester and Ruth Eddy have battled some con-
tinued health issues.  

*************************************************** 

Tom Meeks, John Miller, Dick Neely, Evelyn Hall, 
Louise Perkins, Paul Grubbs, David Stevens, Betty 
Bills, Larry Truax, Jean Nazelrod, Charlotte Wilson, 
Colleen Kiester, Ruth Eddy, Jennifer Shultz, Dick Hall, 
Bill Dutton, Loraine Dutton, Cindy Wilson, Geraldine 
Stewart, Gail Mote, Terry Hubner, Madeline McFad-
den 

 

 

 

Church Sign:  

October– Dale Parsley 

November– Hal Powell  

 

Schedule of  Services 

Sunday  

Bible Class: 9:30 a.m. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Prayer Meeting: 6:00 p.m. 

Worship: 6:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday  

Bible Study: 7:00 

 U P DA T E S  

October 28th 

Morning Worship:    

Announcements: Hal Powell   

Song Leader: John Rockhold  

Ushers: To Becker, Elmer Burns  

Communion: Larry Butcher, Dave Parks, Stephen 
Hays, Kasron Elrod, Caleb Parsley, Bill Dutton   

Reading and Prayer: Dave Lancaster  

Closing Prayer: Camaron Lancaster 

Hall Monitors: Joe Elrod, Don Archer   

Evening Worship:  

Communion: Melvin Truax 

Prayer: Connor Lancaster  

Closing Prayer: Buzz Williams   

   Wednesday:  

Song Leader: Buzz Williams   

Prayer: Dan Kessinger  

Closing Prayer: Jason Cuzzen   

 

 

THOSE SERVING 

WWW.DEWEYAVENUECHURCHOFCHRIST.ORG 
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